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Gender Role in the Book, “In Cold Blood”
In the book, “In Cold Blood” by Truman Capote, we are presented with two main characters; Dick Hickok and Perry Edward Smith who killed the clutter family inCold Blood. The two main characters are displays various gender roles in the book. Dick does not deviate from the traditional gender norms as Perry does, instead, he confirms to them. In the book “In cold blood” reflects stereotypes of masculine and feminine roles. Such gender stereotypes are prevalent in the text. For example, the way women are seen to be submissive and men to be tough among others, this is entrenched by Perry who represents feminine role and Dick who represents masculine role. Of the two main characters, one conforms to the male stereotype while the other deviates and adopts female gender roles.
Based on Sexuality, people are given names which connote that they are either male or female. For instance, Dick’s name is masculine in that it is pronounced with a lot of ‘K’ and ‘S’ letters, that is Dick Hickok’s. This is difficult to pronounce, unlike Perry's name which is easy, sweet and soft to pronounce. According to Cox et al (160) ideas, he conforms to the stereotype that men are naturally polygamous. Dick proves this when he says, his first wife left him because he had an affair with another woman. He engages in a sexual relationship with more women and also admires men (Cox et al, 160). This is so due to the fact that he uses sweet names like honey to refer to Perry. During the killing of the clutter family, he demonstrates his masculinity with an intention to rape the sixteen-year-old Nancy. Dick feels bad and claims that he has lost a chance since the next day would be Nancy’s seventeenth birthday. Based on ideas of(Woodworth, Michael, and Stephen, 436) this symbolizing many women he could have slept with if he had got the chance to rape Nancy. He is as remorseless and hard since he is not guilty of having murdered Clutter's family 
In the first scene, Perry is having a guitar and a set of roadmaps, the guitar is a symbol of femininity, and it shows that he is an artist which traditionally considered as feminine. Later in the text, Perry is presented as sensitive very intelligent, considerate and creative. Sensitivity was traditionally associated with women. He gets attracted to Dick because Dick is tough, dominant and masculine. (Capote 16) Dick’s literalness and his rational tactic to issues was the only reason for Perry to admire him. Perry is feminine because as a man he should be admired but not admire another man. 
Dick perceives people according to their abilities, for instance, he requests Perry to accompany him in the killing of Clutter's family since he knows it is not a one-man task, after which he later tries to maneuver ways of getting rid of him (Capote, 262). Dick gearshifts Perry since he is braver, for instance, during the murdering of the clutter’s family, Dick organized the whole thing and when Perry wants to leave he convinces him to stay and guise for the harmless. Although Dick was the one in control, Perry does most of the killings to prove that he is less feminine. Dick becomes arrogant and tells Perry that time has come for them to part ways. 
Based on ideas of (Fields et al, 128) gender in particular masculinity symbolizes something larger in the book. That is security, determination of oneself and self-reliance which are connected to male stereotypes. These three symbols are derived from Dick's character traits. Dick is not shocked, even when they tells him that he will be charged with the first degree of murder and be fined. He claims that it was Perry's work and he couldn't stop him. (Capote, 409). When being interrogated, Dick denies all the allegations even the cash money they escaped with after the killing and pretends that he is insane so as to be set free. On the other hand, Perry accepts the accusations. This shows that Perry is submissive while Dick is hard and rough. That dick is not shocked by anything regardless of how crucial it may be. After Dick takes to the prison cells he plots to escape to prove his manhood.
In terms of appearance Dick is described in the text, that, while seated, he seemed to be a strong and powerful man symbolized by his thick arms and shoulders (male features), gives the evidence. Capote tells us that Perry's tiny feet would have fitted well into a delicate lady slipper, unlike the short black boots which he had put on. Dick assumed the role of men, he is hard, rough and masculine while Perry is soft and weak. Dick presents a picture of a stereotypical male while Perry, to some extent portrays a picture of a stereotypical ‘female’ though he is a man. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Based on personality, in Kerr et al,(188) ideas, Perry is submissive since he obeys his partner’s decision, which is also a feminine feature. Since as a man, he should be decisive and choices should not be made for him. To sum up, on Perry's actions and character trait, he mostly deviates from the masculine traditional gender norms while at the same time conforming to the feminine traditional gender norms (Capote, 26-38).On the other hand, Dick is portrayed as a bombastic and stubborn person, this conforms to the masculinity where traditionally men were supposed to be stubborn. When they are inspected dick is found with a gun which symbolizes his masculinity and proofs that he is very tough and invulnerable. According to Hillard ideas on stereotypes, the fact that he is admired by Perry, makes him conform to traditional gender norms where traditionally men were supposed to be admired by women. When he is around Perry, he feels totally masculine while viewing Perry as feminine. 
The language used by Dick to address Perry symbolizes him as a woman since dick uses sweet soothing names like baby and sugar which are used to address women. Similarly after the killing of the Clutters family, Dick is seen to be very arrogant and when he is interviewed about the same, he reports that it was Perry’s work but not him.
To sum up, in the book “In cold blood” reflects stereotypes of masculine and feminine roles. Such gender stereotypes are prevalent in the text. For example, the way women are seen to be submissive and men to be tough among others, this is entrenched by Perry who represents feminine role and Dick who represents masculine role. Perry who is a murderer is not perfectly to stereotype as the clutter family he killed. In the book, the convergence to different gender norms affects the roles played by different genders in a society since, during the time the book was set, gender roles were clear and different for both genders than how they are today. Similarly, other characters like Dick tries to embrace their acceptable gender norms. In this book, families conform to a certain political structure and every member's role conform to the social role which molds the individuals. The women role is outlined as to suffer submission to men which lower their chances of personal development. On the other hand, men are entangled with a male strong character of masculinity, men's role is portrayed as a sexual leader, realistic and overriding. Perry and Dick have opposing positions of masculinity. This is so since the two engages in a crime that leads to their couple having a patriarchy tradition. Therefore in this book, there is a lot of exercises on the gender role norms and some characters like Dick stuck to their norms while others like Perry deviated.
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